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... .ll NEGLECTED MASTERPIECE: n.ANCIENT TRACKS ROUND CAMBi{t.J)GE" 

_Ex PAUL SCREETON "For some strange reason 
this book .has attracted 

The quote on the write was written by Allen Watkins, the 
almost no attention,." 

only son of antiquarian author Alfred Watkins, in his biography of the .redmscoverer of the 
system. of_prehistoric alignments ( or alinements as Alfred Watkins and.his son argued to be 
the more correct term) since referred to as l�ys. Initial findings of pr�pisely aligned 
·�ackways dating from a period long before the Roman invasion were presented to an unsus­
pecting -public -� and alar�ed archaeological fraternity -- in his book "Early British . . 

. Trackways", when he was already elderly .. Alf·red Wa tkins was born in �255 and h;is initial ley 
discoveries were presente·d in 1921� Alfred Watkins was also a prominent Herefordshire bus­
inessman, magistrate, school governor, former president of the Royal ·Photographic Society, 
an expert t"n·flour milling and cr�ator of Vagos bread, brewing expert; beekeeper, yet such a 

·m�n-�f credibility1and down-to-earth interests found himself in direct opposition to an _ .. '· · ?,rchaeological hierarchy wh,ich then -- as now _:.... vilified or ignn.ced his findings and has 
· ·.·.regarded l'\ose wb•J � �u:gL'rt hi�. views §S being Cif a "lunatic ��.-ingc.11 · "" . . .. 

Che�rfplly an� proudly I align myself as �ne of thrse most vocifer0us in supporting 
·Alfred�atkins's t4esis. 

But by making such a statement I do ·!Ylt enti1·ely endorse every s..ingle assump�ion ·made by 
·tA)_fred Wawns. What, however, I would argue is that the intel·l,ect and lively··app:teciation · � 

· , of ·topography displayed in his work is in accord with commonsensical deductions. The litmus 
test is simple. Read his bool� and use them by testing his leys with ruler and pencil. 

· ·r_,=-: -�Rather than discuss the philosophy of ley hunting ( present views are far more occult-· 
orientated today thc:.n they were f.':atkins1s own) or argue the relevance and difficulties of 
st�tistical probability analyses C'f alignments ( a currently hotly-debated topic) , .-I .choose 
to put his book "Ancient Tracks Rq�d Cambridge11 into a historical perspective of its 

. writer 1 s work; f0r anyone wishing ,to learn the rudiments of' actually practically luy hunting 
· .. . :can easily p�chase Watkins 's 11The-· Old Straight Track11 (Abacus paperback) or for a wider 

discussion of contemporary ley thinking my own "Quicksilver Heritage11 ( also Abacus; Thorsons 
hardback) . 

The initial quotation continues • • . •  "Yet it ( this book) has many claims to be considered 
the best he ever wrote: it. was .. also his last. His mind was wider and more·. mature than when 
he was writing 'Early British Trackways' in·the first flush· of enthusiasm; and he was reach-
ing out into the future. fli.scovering, disccvering." 

· . 
. ·: The new discovery here was 'cardinal point: alinements'' and as Allen Watkins points out, his 

father' anticiapted by several years the grid· pattern later eillphasized by Maj .. >r F.C. Tyler in 
his now�rare book • 

. Sadly Allen Watkins passed away last year. I was honoured that he was speaker at a meeting 
·''Which I chaired in 197� in Hereford to celebrate the 50th. anniversary of leys and Allen was 

always an enthusiastic supporter of ley hunting. He was educated at Cambridge Universi� 
·f·and when working in the city professionally as a chartered accountant was visited by his 

father for a few days. 

In his book "Alfred Wa tkins of Hereford", published in a limited e.di tion of 525, he wrote: 
"Characteristically, he was quite indifferent to the University life and build.irigs, but 
mightily excited by an obscure mound of common earth in the urban district which called 
itself Cambridge Castle, and spent the whole of his time ferreting round ito That was Alfred 



2. . - . . 
Watldns all ljver! He had dis covered on th� local'map tha t C ambridge.was an intrig-
uing Ley;---centrf;,. s o  he had ri<? time :for ri,val attraotions . In abc:>ut two increctible 
months of feveris h map- s earching he had a ctually completed ano ther book! 'Archa.ic 
Tracks 'Round C ambridge' .wa� publi s hed in �952 • . It ::_s an as tonis hing book esp e cially 
to anyon_e who lmew its 0rigin: he . might have lived iri the d?-s trict all hi s 'life. The amount 
nf local informa ti0n cram,rned into its 60 page s · :if? staggering. My fa �her had an appe tite. for 
leGal information; he jus t ate it up .. " 

J: ive sa t  upon Cambridge· ·castle and visited s everal of the city centr e  churches in C ambridge. 
·u�6rttmately for �me there was not t:�m--- to get nut and about into the countryside and the 
s·ame applie d- to Alfred Wa tki:as" .A.fter hi_s .1951. visit, Alfre d  Wa tkins wrote .to his St1n asking 
if h.e would re pert on o.(le of m�u:.y leys touch:!. ng = �he mqund Cambridge C as tle. Eager to test 
the validity of the ley, he took tl:e de.y off:; travelled by train to Rays ton· and s e t  off on 
foot for · S tre thall. As he strode· thro1 gh t:1e beutiful Sky Counties scenery. he not.�d a 
s oii tary figure ahe a d ,  walkircg -Sowa;.--ds ·him.,· Tney exchange d  p�easantrie s about the weather, 
ar..d when Allen mentione d . tha t h0 h3cl walked from Royston , the farm labourer commented: " Ah! 
Then you· must 'a' come by the old Roman road, s �r .  Now when I firs t came to thes e  parts 
some of the o�der .folk did us ec+_ to s ay as they'd seen another old Roman road. It went . 
s traight from S tre thall church towards C ambridge." 

This was .Alfre d Watkins's . leyo 
Allen Wa tkins ' by s imply indica ting his route' ci'S anyone would in �onversa tion, had. 

received valuable informa tion� Jie comme�1·ted in an: · article · oh the occasion . in ·" The L�y Hunter": 
. "ij� mus-t have read my mind in the way th,.. � a ··�ative countryman often doe s . "  Al�en, then asked 
, the ·man· i£ he had .ever s een the s eco�d road·; ·'1No sir; I never did ,  but- I' 11· tell you a f.unny 
:t:w_ng abC?ut _that old :road. You ce.::.'11.J� s ee it a t  ·all on·the grolli'1d , · but wh�n the cqrn grows you 
can s ee exaGtly where the old roa<l.ncnt b! the poo:-er crop .. I've of ten sef?,n it ... " 

·But· it is · not everyone who will be t ea ��e d  to such agre�abi� b�g=i:-nner' $ luck , for as Allen 
nroote: "I go out in search of confirmato:-y evidence, and at. the firs t place I stop, itl' the 
middl�_· 0f a field miles from anyvrhere, a man mo.rches up and, unasked ,  gives me exactly' the 
kind of evidence I am looking for -�· · firs t-hand field obs ervation . You may c all this c oincid­
ence. But is it? In the ley hun�er's notebook the s e 'coincidences' begin to ·accumulate. ·My · 
fath�r had a s core of such experiences . Nothing g ives sq much confidence as �elicited 
evidence ·from an unexpecte d quarter . In this ins tance the cas ual memorie s  of an elderly man 
unearthe d a valuabl'e clue .. " 

Na turally Alfred Watkins stres s ed ·the need for fieldwork in his books, and.in · the. chapter 
in " Ancient Track;:. Round C ambridge11 where he . briefly re cords. the above dis covery py his s on, 
ife notes tha t c orrobora tion on the ground nQj_ .... . ally follows map evidence. 

At the end of this volL'1le :Ce .s tat'3d: "AO.ve:.1tur-e lie s  lurking in these . line s where T point 
the way for younger fe et. �l�.an r:rLna o .. · • •. • ,-;:-:-.o ;vj_ll 3 trike the trail? " 

J : u\ ] � TI y·- 1 � · G � � r�-.����c;ms-�-��;LTRY", usvvoRDs 
· 
AGA�T DEATH" , . Jl j_( o 1l � u c. 'l � /) 11 "SWO:E<.DS J;_N THE MIS T'' and "SVlORDS AGAINST WIZARDRY" 

- --=-- · by Y_BIT� �IBER (all Mayflower/Granada at 85p) 
Few would argue tha t Fri tz Leiber' s s words and s .orcery · s erie.s . featuring Fafhr�d. and' the 

Gray Mous er is not the most e ntertaining and distingUis ped �odern contribution to the genre . 
Leiber is witty ,  clas sy ,  provokes emotions s  keeps lus t _and gore away from the exc e s ses of 

.�xtreme titila tion and the bloodbath mentality ,. and i� ·a · s
,
uperb s tory-teller . 

· 
. T first read "Swords & Devil try" from cover to cover during a coact tour from T e e s side to 

Angles ey and back and it was Leiber's ability to pace his material which kept me relentles sly 
purs uing the adventures of the protagonists, and with his s p ecial de tail the impulsive 
reader _is therefor� disinclined . · to "s kip" through. With "Ill Met in Lankhmar" ,- the la s t 
s ection .of "S word� Jl Deviltry" -, Le:::..ber comple ted a double· of both Nebula and Hugo awards in 
.'.970-1. The s eries· will encompass six books , each with a varie ty of s tories about the cunn­
ing, lacivious, anarchistic , brawling fierce barbarian and s lum youth growing up and parts 
have been written from the F orties to the early S eventie s e  The popularity of the books must 

· essentially stem from the chara c teris a tion of tJ:?.e two swgrd heroe s ,  standing for liberty, 
self-reliance , bro therhoo d ,  s elf-mocke ry and moutaal co�operation. Clearer than most other 
fic tion writers� I ·find Leiber' s work brings vivid, p;i_ctures to my mind' · of · the scenes he sets 
and I can find his· characters· believable.. ( Con� •. in· Page 11). 

· · 
--------------------------- -



·"THE STRAIGHT TRACK CLUB PORTFOLIOS" .'- .. - H.Co R�PER ( Hereford Philosophical & 
Antiquari�-Societ�;-£6-50) 

5. 

With l�y hunting almos t 60 years old i t  is good to s ee interes t being s hown in his toric�l 
as pe6;€s ·o-r ·-the--study. Nigel Pemiick and tn�_-lns titute for G.eo.m.antic Research's C ambr�dge­
shire� Ley. �ro'je·c t,. exe:mi1iing Watkins 's alignments in 11Ancient ·Tracks Round C ambridge',., ·is 
one exe.:-)le. Another which has now reache d fruitio!l is the us eful �e t performed by Hereford 
ley enthiDs ia.s .t Cl�YB Harper, who . d.e�c:.>:>min::.ng the need for a ca talogue of the S traight Track 
Club folios ·_in the. care of. Her:-eford CitY Library has collated and publis hed a guide ·to the 
c6i;ltents . . � 

· . 

· 
.. . · · · -·-· 

· The suggestion
.
· to have -a:pos

.
tal folio for circ,Jla tion ant'tpg the ·h_inne£: c ir clen ('If ke·en ley 

hunters was made to Alfred Watkins by Mrs B.M. Carb.onell, a Devon enthus ias t. They were 
designed to provide a forum for the more s e�ious resear chers in the field to participa te, as 
they_,'Were widely dis perse�, and for. -comments to be made . upo·n other's' res earchers . Mr 
Harper's introduction des cribes how it was es �ablishe d  and the form the volumes took . He 

-also explai�. which pa::::-ts of the collection)· a·a ting from' 1.927 to 1957' are miss ing. -- : . .... , . ', .:. .. . . .� 
R Coritt.ibutors · wrote of findings a s similable to the ideas Wa tkins propos ed and covered many 
lands abroad and even Atlantis and pre-Columbian American conta c t, while other s pecul a tions 
ranged from bla ck gog lines to Jacoh's pillow, the movement of large s tones t0 as tro­
.ar�a�plgy, · an��als ' s ense of dire c tion to :the importance of ways ide inns • 

A ·brief history· of the -s-traight Tra.clc Cl11;b, giving deta.ils also . . nf the s ummer field mee t­
··ihgs · it ::_held, · fs provide·a. as an appendix · by Paul S cree ton .. 

.. 
. . ·.The 

.
. in:�:ice�.-ritay ·

.se�m· s··te·ep and off-putting·/ but photo-copying charges have leapt r e cently 
and tlliless manY: o'rder.s are- pla·c e d  daplic:a-'�ion vrill not be wo:-thvrhileo Mr Harper hopes the 
£6..:..50 s hould cover costs and ·allow app-roxima tely 40p refu..'l"ld if cos ts s tay s table. It is 
available from 2 Clifford Hot:se, Portland S treet, Hereford" 

11ATHANASIUS KIRCHER" )2y JOCELYN QODWIJ:! 

"TI�" -.� MA_�J-E-�_OUISE yo�. FR��Z 

CUl Thames a::.1d Hud:son, £2---95) . · · 
Three more books in the colou:."ful Su...'>lday magazine style of the art-� and imagination 

s eries ,  edi te d  by Jill Puree-! · · ,_. 
. . -·�· 

. Francis HuxJ_ey' s book has be en lon a;uai ted by · d.T·,.gonlore enthus ia s ts s uch .·as · my�elf, i·ess 
bec aUse he WaS commis s :..oned to write it Cl St:bnt:..m.t.ially long . . time ago, but because it WaS 
expe c ted tha t in the neriec. it ir J!�:!. .. t of it."vv·oU::_d .he · a. clasfico·The ·wishy-wa s hy s ubtitle 
" a ture of s pi;:-i t, s pi�i t of nature': i::: s v� C :i:'f'�_uow: .. and b3.sically s o  is the book. Seas oned 
dragonloris ts k'l"low thej_r r.ubjec.t j_s :J. rilipp3ry cuiJtome_rJ but Huv�ey only acknowledges this · . . by the default .of . his bqok being a· forrrilen e llodg6·-_podge., The le:1.gth of time taketl. to prod-

. uc·�_·, the manus crip:t .. m(;'.y be· a ttributed to the collecting of tbe w·ide s �lec tion of _ph6togra�hs 
and prints of paintings ,  but t:1is i!l no vTay e xcuses . tr.e p�one � . · . · ' _: .. · . 

· 
• 

�e. writes a s  if le c.t,rring a band of irJ. · celle ct· .. :al Latin scholars in a s tyle which . bears no 
resemblanc e to current language o He has failed to mars hall--his informa tion or ideas 
coherently and a fellow author of a book on drago�s I sympathize that the' topic�is hardly a 
simple cne, but his que s t is mo::::-e like providing one-tenth of the pie c e s  of'·. a jigs aw with 
ha:)..£·-·· seemingly s till ups ide down . · ·  

· Like s ome s tream of cons ciou�s ness a c count it is not e a sy to fq;Llow _ and s nems to imply 
tha t  the reader is s ufficiently conversant wi t�1 the ma tc:::�.::al to read it ec.2ily. He argues 
tha t  dragonlore goe s off at tangents but his style hardly aids the rea der to digest the 
complexi tie.s with eas e. 

He brie.fly note$ 8-ome.iiSP�ots of draeohlore in the la ·t_er_pages , s uch a s  s laying, parents 
and brother and· s·i s  ter, dr�go.n proc e s sions ,  al chemy_, and- so on, but had he a ttempted . an 
overview of British legends . -- 100 or more are extant -- and rela ted thes e  the n  tb· other 
cultures this could have be en·a wor thwhLle booko As it is it. trea ts the s ubje c t  without 
understanding, convic tion or any s emblance of s ympa thy. · 

Yet on a plus s ide there are some s urprising innights ;··-such as a fa c t  I '  v� had pointed out 
-- to··me but never s een in print · before tha t "within a dis tance of a couple of acres · there may 



4.. . . . 
be 'iuite different weather: rain and ·a clea; ··

: �ky." He .. attr
-
�bci�e-s .. :such mic�o�el'imatol�gy 

·:to- cfraig'oni.' ·;terri torie.s. I. incline towards terre�?. trial zodiac influences, but both may 
·','be ._.i-de!it'iccil- · 

. ·on page 48 he quotes ·a· rather peculiar i tern from Lewis .Carrell, but would have been 
.. -bettc:e· ·advised to dwell 

.
on "Jabber-Wacky" n Too much is spent on obscure references of for­.

. eign dragon bel.::Lef and ·too few on British ones. The dragon lies in the landscape -- both 
outer and innner·�- Had HUxley · used. his time usefully in considering this rather than post­
uring . his i:miversal esntericism we might have had a decent book . . , .. _,_ . 
. . Dragons and . .the Worm Ouroborus play a part in von Franz 1 s "Time: Rhythm �nd Repos.e'', 

. � -anoth�r·. equally cop:1plex book parading the complexities ·of a_ncient. and modern belief anq. . 
legend . .from. doze�s .of c� tures. Time is co'nsidered through archetypal symbolism and, aspects 

.-·of. .godhead. Bits of information will be recognisable to a zen student, others to t�e: Fort­
ean .("time and space were considered as an ensemble of occasions and places" and h&ndles of 
coinciding events), others will simply baffle. · . · · .. · 

F·.:�:� · .  '.T�h�· ·.�iter quo.tes la}o�ledgably and with equal ·ease and importance from astrology to 
ps.ychoa.nalysis, from· the "I Chiilgtt ·to quantum ·physics, bringing wide reading and a learned 
mind to the problem. of time in all its aspects.; Linear and cyclic t:i,rne are debated with 
realative fairness (though she acknowledges the former ·is the ruling paradigm sinpe Newton 
!and.··:Darwin upset ·the apple cart) o The mate:r:-i.alistic ideas of evolution and nuclear ·physics, 
however, are found to have both opposit.es'and counterparts in the more· spiritual·· realms 

·;F·�unq.er .di�cuss;iqn, a.nd the author is at pains to emphasize paradoxes in the ways time has 
. : �been. c.oncei ye d. 

·There are· a great many illustrations from famous artists, to ancient sculptur�, to the 
many devices Man has used to measure the flow of time and showing hnw he expressed his . . . . beli�f.s . ;in ��e. with artistic imagery. 

But �. enj9yed best of the trio Godwin1s sympathetic study of the polymath Kircher. The 
boo-k .. . is:·subti tied 11A Renaissance Man and the Quest for Lost Knowledge" and relates .the 
multifarious interests of an e_ncyclopaedic genius· who·. championed ·a holi·s tic view· ·then 
falling into disfavour "and. not' to be resurrected until our own time, when Fortean and 
nnterdisciplinarian students are again questioning the requirement for specialization 
arid·:ch0esing like ·'Kircher to immerse ·themselves in stud:ies where science and magic need 
not be seen as mutually hostile. His attitude causes the autho.r tq· duo Kircher as towering 
''.over .our pre.s ent scholars and s cien tis ts like a spiritual colas sus • " ' · .. 

. . .. -·. \ . . . .. . �· . 
. ·.·He :t'aught :tnat:q.ematics, then perspective to Nicholas Poussin (the Frencih. painter· of·. · _. d.C.hroniclen Rennes-le-Cha teau programme fame and mystery), while· always seeking; :origins 

-- and £larticularly regarding· the · esoteric before the exoteric. Though a pious ·Jesuit scholar, 
. . it" would"be.·true to s'ay th.�t though not' _initiating comparative religion; he was · . .the first 

� · ··; ··:·to comprehend· the inter linking ·of .r.eligions o · 
� �-

. 

ThJ illu� trated ·work takes in B�blical stories such as Tower of B�bel. and the Deluge, 
his trips to such places as China including a feng-shui ether�c deva drawing, Egyptqlogy, 

· - �  bfi.roqu� musib, scientific experiments and geological explora:t:Lons. 
- Here b·e. ·.orag�n�, Atlaptis �nd many other· fabled aspec-ts -reg�rded as reliably as se_:rious 
s-c�entific .observation. It is a view of the world's unifying. principles: once again being 
reconstituted and reappraised. A pleasure to read for its pictorial beauty and ph�losoph­
ical world-view. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
FORTEAN TIMES • . . 
The jo-ui'riai_of s-t:;ra�ge p�enornena. For sub. details s·ee· insert·. No. 30. John .. Michell 
outlines his thesis of the· interplay between na�ure and·imagination with illustrations 
from his fine book "Simulacra''; editor Bob Rickard on the stigmata of a riv:aJ. Pope; 

···· Robert Schadewald· on "The Great Fish Fall of 1859"; M.A. Hoffman on the "Son of Sani" ljill­
ings. 'These are· the articles and there are ·four columns by regulars and comix, reviews, 

"letters and notices •. ·But the strong mor:ta,r is the sections · of notes on ·such topics this 
issue a.s ·alien animals,. randy wraiths'· w·:l,.ld talents ( wi tL the· touching tale of the mis­
education of Pojlo and Cabenga, lightning and freaks .. The procession of the damned keeps on 
mar.chi�g and b�ing noticed. 
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. ';THE COMPJ}�;TF. HOt�� ASIJ:·ROLOC·E�" EY_ QWYN 1��� (noutledge & Kegan Paul , £5�95) · 

i:ASTROLOGY:' HOW TO C\�T YOUR HOR08CO�" J?y_ £tONAJ,D .Q.�- DAVIS ON (Mayflower , £1-50) 

"I GHING I\TUMEROLo�:t' b;i Pi� LfQ (Ro�tledge & Kegan Paul, £2-95) 

"RESE.tillCHES Ilf.i:O I'!� _r__gg�!�G�11 -� _ll����� K� SH_CHUTS.�I (Routledge & Kegan Paul, £6-95) 

5. 

In times of U!lcertainty boold on predi-Jticn and prophecy proliferate, which is one of the 
few trends many publishers can foretell. In Britain simple, natal· as trology outs tr1ps all the 
other multifarious means of divination. I1owever� the more s tudious and those seeking a quick 
yet reaso�ed and.accurate answer on a ?Pecific matter find the Oriental I Ghing a boon. So 
tr..es _e four books all ho.ve their place and audienceo 

Q.wy'ii Turner'� book is e3.sy to follow and as a:· large format book with mos t of the material 
_laid out . . simply and in tables, plans and diagrams it will partic·ularly suit the beginner . 
It gives the means to cast horos copes for yourself, family and friends and trace major feat­
tires of your life· anci follow advice en job and .pers onal rela..tionships . 

·R�C • . Davis on's· boolc hac been a Dtc..ndard reference work for two ·decades ·· ·a.":{d. updated� It  eJblains the v;0rkings of natal astrology and the drawing 
chart: "More 'e.rsonal than the· one you can f.ind in yoUr dail.y _ newspaper" 
certainly hope so� An authoritative int!'oduction for the beginner . 

and has been revised 
up of a personal. 

. and I. would 

To my. shame I 1 ve :1ever found the time to t§.ke up the I Ghing and only saen it in action 
or-.ce. (at 11': .. L�H ... " edito:- Paul Devercux1s and accurately), but the philos ophy seems sound 

--cnollbh. The.-Da -L5_u pape::.."'back intrr,duces Shao Yw.g' s 
· 
�lum Bloss om numerology as "I. Ching 

N\1.;1:�rology" · to Vfeste!'n readers �l1ich includes Da Liu' s introduction, biography of Shaq Y.ung 
.�ith traditional tales as sociated with him (mos t interes t:i_ng), an account of the origin of 

.. � �·.,3 fo�mulae , and selec tions from his predictive poems . · 
· ·  

It·is a book for serious s tudents and one mus t own a copy ·of " I  Ching" itself in order to 
use Shao-Yung1s formulae. Da Liu gives eX£mples of how he has used these for prediction. 

_I\ichard Wilhelm· and C . G. Jung have given recpecte.bility and the s tamp of approval to this -
-Chinese sys tem for Wc 3 t8rn esern� Follcwing nt�erology as the mathematics of metaphysics,· 

the foreteller must c.�velop an 5.ntui·clve grc.sp tm72rds p�edicting events from the most 
m�mdane to th� ::!_n t:J::c:nc tio::J.al., 

It_ .gives the fla":·ouc t.'f olden days Chir:.a c:.nd also hoN the c:.ncien.t wisdom is equally viable 
-tof!.ay fo:;.. ... · those v:i ll_._ng ·c� mJ.ke th8 effo7.'t. 

�hchutskii looks back to t�:.� o�ic;in o:' the 111 C�1inG" as a divinatory and then philosophical 
work created by Chir..ns� ncT:.i.culJcu:r::1.licts a�:O'...'-'-':.d the ni:.1tl1 Jco eigth centuries B. ·c. He seeks 
to. know all· about �ts o:."':i_t;in and f�:-o;.:� -:.:.he cr::i.giLal J�ext understand what the terms meant then. 
In other words, his approach is at oclds v:-ith that of European and American s cholars who have 
taken ·preconceivcd notions to the sub2ect. Co::1.seque�tly the book giv�s a whole new �spect to 
study of the Boo�� of Change: . A profo'-.'::ld 'book C!l mP.n 1 n Tela tionship with the eb.bing -and f�owing 
spirit ·of the cosmos, this study adds a wealth of c::.."'itical es says on the lore as sociated 
with this special sys tem. 

"THE GRIMOIRE OF .ARMADEL" 
(Routledge & Kegan Pau.l, £6-95) A 17th .  Century work of obvious fas cination for those 

intereDted in the practition of the magical revival or 
its theoretical level, but the text leaves me non-plus sed .  I t  is definitely for the higher 
ini·ti�te of ceremonial magic and purports to be a do-it-yourself textbook and mapbook for 
tho'se wishing to travel as trally. Translated by S.L. MacGregor Mathers with notes, there. is 
an additional introduction plus mo!'e notes by Francis Kingo Way out of my depth, however • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

· ' NEW CELTIC REVIEW' . Ne...v f-ormat of Golden Secti·on Order publication . £1 retail price . From 
The G.S. O .  Society, B�M� Oak Grove, London WC�V 6XX. Jan�ary 1980. Still handwritten style of 

--printing.but with colour cover , more illus trations , more information on the preservation of 
Cel.tic lore,. monuments and antiquities .. Selection of topics·· this is sue: Cottie ·Burland crit­
ical of Barry Fell's pre-C olumbian contac t claims, golden sec tion·harmonies,  cookery, bardic 
genealo�, ecological calendar, tree

. 
disease, pl�s book reviews,  corres pondence, and so on. 



::.. zons 

MAGQNIA . Sub . to John Rimmer, 64 Alric Avenue, Nevr Malden, Surrey, KT5 4JW. £1-'75. 
No_�. However, it is als o  MUFOB 5�, the new title allowing for widened her-

beyond tho�e. previously covered but remaining UF�-criented , examining high-s trangeness , 
close encounter and psycL.ic cases. Its a )P:C."'oach is via the the 
s ociological and psychological . After his contributions on cvnspir­
acies and s ocial m0vements in Undercurrents it was tb be expec ted 
that John Fletcher would turn U? here and he does s o  with an art­
i�le on religious and secular millenarianisn. Dr. Berthold E. 

Schwartz, M.D . ,  calls _ print for dis cus sion; 
plbs Peter Rogers on' s 
reviewed in depth. 

for an ethical code for investigating contactees and lays down a blue­
On the s tatis tical front there is work on tabulating s ighting times 
continuing international catalogue of Type 1 records . Five books are 

BUFORA JOURNA.L. Specimen copy 70p to non-members from Arnold West , 16 
So�thway, Burges s Hill�-S ussex, RH15 9ST . yol� 8, No. 5_o LerJ.gthy report-- extra! on the 
Llai1erchymedd ·entities case plus Isle of Sheppey entity and Sa:ndra Kellard '1 contact by 
empathy'' entity case .  BUFORA Congress photo-feat�e, Points f m t�e Press, U.S. UFO attack 

. .  and boo1{ review. c· -")-.J"CIS '79 M b h' 
. . . 

d t "b t' t L18 B 't . m .:.. .. .L. u .. em ers lp ln qUlrlec an con rl u 1ons o _. r1 ann.J..a r,J;..ace, 
Dormans town, Redcar, Cleveland. Vol� 2, No. 4� John Watson gives a swift rundown on the many 
mysterl:es remaining unsolved or contentious ; Chris tine Pickett remains convinced by the 
disappearing army in 1915; plus five North East s ightingse JJFQ RES�CH REVIEW. Organ of 
Nottingham UFO Inves tigation S ociety . Editor R. Morrell, 443 Mead-:>w Lane, Nottingham, NG2 
3GB . 25p inc . p&p . Vol. 5, ��g. Interes ting compilation of 115 ufological abs tracts for 
:!.979 which will be of great use to researchers . Sadly the editorial favours "nuts and bolts" 
ap,roac� . NORTHERN UFO NID?S (8 issues p.a.) and NORTHERN �,OLOGY (4 is sues in series)  • 

. £3--60. ·From Jenny Randles, 23 Sunningdale Drive, Irlar1, Salford, M30 6NJ o No. 67. New person­
al research pro jects by UFOIN unveiled and to last J.:,wo yea:;."s o Case accounts of interes t, 
particularly one at Livings ton ( r;hich impressed ree, though colleag:1es vrho saw the contactee 
on TV were all unimpres sed). No. 68. Editorial on Patrlck 1.1oore ar..d Michael Bentine TV dis­
cussion, views . on how British ufology should be organized from the silly to the arrogant to .J.· 
-the· complaCent, though I haven' t any answers myself. S:i.ghti.nt;s and magazine and book reviews. 
SI�ATCH. £5�20. B. _ From David Rees, 92 Hillcres t Road, Offerton, Stockport ,  Cheshire, SK2 
5SE. ·No. 34. Several views of the 1st London International UFO Congress; sightings ; letters ; 
news snippets. 

�'�'�)�j�'�'��\7�'()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()��t7�'�'�J�'�'t' 

' /.7 S .I. S. REVIEW . Journal of the Society for Interdisciplinary Studies . Membership 

1/j £10 from R . Mo Amelan , 6 Jersey House, Cotton Lane, Manches ter, M20 9GL. A British 

______ fornm for the Velikovsky debate c Vol. III, No . �· Articles are by Peter James point­
ing to the ramifications cf John Dayton' s new book g�ving an alternative prehist-

oric diffusionis t theory; Nancy K. Owen on The Dresden ( Mayan !lot German) Codt-:3s; Carl Olo:r 
Jonss on on the revis ion of the neo-Babylonian succes sion; ca�tious E1illn McKie on radiocarbon 
dating and cultural change; a challenging explanation for geomagnetic reversals by Peter 
Warlow . Vol . 4, No. lo Warlow on a radical cosmogony and scientific refereeing ; Peter James 
reviewing S.Jo Gould and the shortcomings of Darwinism ; John Bimson and Peter James on 
Middle Eas t chronology ;  F.B. Jueneman on the Venus heated debate ; plus letters, reviews and 
short comment pieces . Latenes s having been partly caused by revision to include a moving 
tribute Dr . Velikovsky by Brian Moore; the eminent and brave thinker having pas sed away late 
las t year . . . .... . ... . ... . . . .  . 

11THE SWASTIKA.n .12:i NIGEL PENNTIGK. Fenris-Wolf, 142 Pheasant Rise , Ba:r R 11, Cambridge, CB3 
8SD. 60p. Just as John Michell1s The Hip Pocket Hitler was larg�ly misunders tood, so many 
will mis s the point of Pennick1s interes t-packed monograph on a symbol whose antiqui� is 

largely ignored and whose form is now generaliy expressive to both old and young generations 

of evil . The swas tika has, however, a pedigree as a universal symbol of s olar nature and 
complexi�. It is found as a Bronze Age depiction on s tone at Ilkley, as masonic mark, in 
fa.ct  from all ages and both in pagan and Chris tian contexts .. There is also material to ex­
plain how the German Nazis chose the swas tika .and this has followed on through to British 
crypto-fascist factions and motor-cycle gangs . The music Pres s has recently been dealing with 

the motives of record companies using the swas tika on L.P. covers so  there s eems little cha­
nce of a non-hys terical view being taken of. this Sj�bol tmles s people rea�. such a sensible 

work as this which puts . the swas tika into perspective, 
·-

* * * * * * * * * 



. ., BOB D�N IN iji� OWN ·.WORDS" � MILES · (Omnibus Pres·s ; ... £'2=-50 ) 
7 • 

Jt'I..S t  a�. B ob Dylan ' s  " Live ·a t B udokan" album was 
in one a s pe c t  an anthology of his own choice of s ongs he then regarde d as s ignificant , this 
b ook is a colle c tio� of the :: upers tar ' s  comments on various aspe c ts of his life and work. 

It has been c omp�lea by Miles ( though chris tened B arry Miles , he prefers to us e - only his 
s urname) , and cons titute s this Bri tis h writer ' s s el e c tion from interviews granted by D�lan, 
trans c;r-iptions from r_adi.o and TV s ho-..7s , :plus Pre s s  c onference comments . 

Only a s ingle page is given over to the compiler ' s  introduc tion and then Dylan . i s  allowed 
to s peak f or hims elf . 

I t  begins with Dylan ' s  origins in Ribbing , Minne s o ta ,  where they have the larges t  open oas t 
mine in the world, and Dylan intima tes tha t the s piritual and psychic a tmos phere of the Fegion 
caus ed pro j ec tions which .have always been a guiding inspira tion. In fac t ,  it is the mos t 
recent quo ta tio�s which are the mo s t  relevant , revelatory · und enlightening . When he talks of 
the indes truc tibility of traditional mus ic and the arche tyPal imagery and symbolis m en� hrine d 

ithin its s eeming s implicity and inc ongruities , he expres s es without s aying why the metaphors 
of his own work have o poken to a gene:cat:i.on -v-:-ho have grown up with hi s work . 

The earlies t  material s hows how he chos e to answer the dumb j ournalis tic qui z zings and 
reporters ' s tere o type s of him with rep2ie s  full of s urrealis ti c  humour , eva s i ons , bla tant 
fiction and COmmentS to ShOVT the inquis itors ' banality o 

�he ma j or interview which appeQre d in �ayboy maga zine in 1978 is given ma j or coverage and 
mo s t  of the o ther pie ces emana te from 1965,766 ; a period when he was talka tive , though he was 
s el e c tive as to w�ich topic s  he was incline d to reveal anything of value about . I am s ure that 
S hakes peare , too , would have been reluc tant to talk to the media als o and would have direc te d  
the curious t o  his plays f o r  elucida tion o 

Luckily Dylan ac tively - - for the firs t time in more than a decade -- s ought publicit.y a t  
the time o f  the releas e o f  his film " Renaldo & Clara" and talked s ens ibly and to s ome e s o ter­
icaily . Dylan c ogno s centi i t  s eems have been divide d about the film ' s  meaning and value , but 
at leas t it · enc.ouraged him to . explain more of hims elf . His earlier encounters with the movie 
bus ine s s  are � ,told in h_is own words as are his thoughts on mos t of the albums , his b ook 
Tarantula , writing and performing , his excursions into various f orms of mus ic and various 
as pects of the rock ' n ' roll lifes tyle a 

Had I compiled the book ( which I had roughed out before I knew of thi s  one ' s  exis tenc e , and 
even comple ted a� ir.t�odu� t:_on) ; I would have divided it into briefer and more abs trac t  
entries , s uch as : ALDNAr.:IO_� - - " Mo s t  people who don ' t like r o ck ' n '  roll canl t rela te t o  o ther 
people . " Als o  I would hE>.ve been incllr..e d to dis card all o mo s t  of his s even entries under the 
category MOI\f.EY and t:::; od h�_s s ong line - · - n Money, does n ' t  talk, it swears . "  In the la s t  s ec tion 
are Dylan ' s  pontific a tio_!.3 on t�1n t s ub j e c t ,  :pol.Ltics , drugs and s ex .  

A s  it s tands the book c overs i t s  s ub j e c t  well f or the general reader and will be o f  value 
to the Dylanologin t a  The ma terial cons ulted , however , is only the tip of the iceberg, as my 
extens ive file s bear witne s s . But this is no t to s ugges t la zines s on the c ompiler ' s  part or n 
ha·s ty j ob by the publisher . C are has been taken to pre s ent a wide variety of pho tographs from 
the s tart of Dylan ' s  career ( many of nhi ch were new to me ) to a s e quenc e of previous ly unpub­
lishe d s ho ts of Dylan on s tage a t , Earl ' s C ourt o 

This book follows in a noble tradition, following The Thoughts of C hairman Mao ,  The Wit and 
V(is'dom of the D.uke of E di nburgh and John Michell ' s The lfii[p Po cke t  Hitler . 

"A BALLAD HISTORY OF ENGLAND" � .?OY PALMER ( B .. T .  Batsford, £6-50) 

This book gives s ome 80 balla ds illus tra tive of the themes procla ime d in s uch songs from 
1588 to the pres ent . Much is of dis c ontent and venom, a s with " The Grinder ' s  Hardships " of 
1805 telling of the toil , mis ery and danger . From my own area c omes " Trimdon Grange E xplos ion", 
a ma j or aspect in the f olk his tory of the North Eas t and telling of one of the mos t s erious 
pit disas ters of the 19 th � C entury ; one ma j or mining dis a s ter being averaged every year then. 
Other dis as ters s uch as the los s of Grmmsby s macks and ba ttles are given along with harsh · .  
jus tice for poachers , s ocialis ts and mutineers . The law is als o repres ented by s ongs from 

D ick Turpin to the Gre a t  Train Robbers . The b ook ends wi th a plea to s ave Sho tton s teelworks . 
( C ont • . ip Page 9) • • • • • • •  



1l Cl _&. : . : . .  I :  !-'�!!E WORLD ATLAS OF MYSTERIES " �y FRANCIS HITCHING (Will:i�m Collins 

Jf :
_ 

] _M _ _  .n. _ ------- -
- - - . - - -- - -s ons , - £6-95) 

J l\/ This b o ok ' s aim is a wor thy one � I t  s hows clearly tha t there i s  imperman-. · _ertce · in s c -ientific theory and Hitching demons tra tes this admirably . S tud-
. ,; 

• 

. · -en�s from· their earlies t  s chooldays onwards are usually provided with 
current paradigms and any al terna tives or previ ous viewpoints are pres ented as laughable or 
s imply of his tori cal- :Lnte.res t o  This b ook s e ts out to redres s the balance and offers the 
reader: choices . _  It is al s·o . cheering tha t the exper t work here admits tha t af ter much due 
cons ideration of s pe c tra of pos s ible s olutions , the Q�or thodooc of ten ma de the b e s t s ens e of 
the un�xp�aine q. ( or r�ther no t wholly explained to everyone 1 s  s a ti s fa c tion or the dis mis s e d  

.:.._ leys , for : ins tance ) • And a s  f o r  leys , · it is on'3 o f  mar1y a:::-eas of inves tigation where a 
mys tery has been identified and/ o:c- explained to c ommons ens e s a tisfac tion only to be dis mis s ed 

:. as · i ts ·pr.oponen_t wa s an outs ider as far � as the s t_udy ' s academi 9 s  were c oncerne d .  
. 

I n  a �a�ner· s irntlar t o  . j ohn M i c  hell 
·.
_and ' Hob RicJ:�rd ' s . " P�e�omena" , e a c h  e n  try c a n  be read 

s epara tely, though . 'th�re' are na turally inter.:.. ·conne c tions , which a s  Hitching points out is not 
�P�� way s cie.rttis ts work ( e xcept for the honourable interdi s ciplinary few ) who prefer exclus ­
:L_y$ri�s·s of _ . viewpoi�t · and working me-:ho d �  In fa c t ,  many of the categorie s c overed in 
0Phenomena;' are ·agai:ri res earche d here and by Rickard , hims elf . Ano ther exper t involve d  in the 
produc tion is Pe ter James , which explains the clari ty of Velikovs kian material and �a tas tro­
phiflm bias .and _broad pres ynce throusho_ut the_ speptrum of mys terie s . 

A rando� s ei'e c tion of s Ubj e c ts CO"Tere d  includes : megalithic engine ering , leys ' dows ing � 
pre-C olumbian vo�ages , Atlantis , UF Os--, Holy Grail , dino s a ur  extinc tion, dragons , s � a  s erpents , 
continental drif' t ,  F ortean philos ophy, s pontane ous hum.an combus tion, f eral man, e tc .  

T4� _atlas approa ch , however , is the weakes t fac tor , though na turally many chapters 
_-cn :lm�pte dly lend thems elve s to R uch illus tra tion while a grea t many do no t have pa rticularly 

· · ::-�l�vo.nt pic torial material . Howeve:::' , ·Ghe book t s faj r- ·illindt:;d ar..d informa tive c overage of the 
:ho s en mys teries will be s ure to have taken in IEo:::.--e grm .. "-nct than mo s t  renders will b e . familiar 
/rl tn ;.·- ·rtfl' ·.philos ophy, too , is laudable . Plenty t.o dip into as the moo d  s uits . 

--- · .� : : �Tilli LEY HUNTER •. S enior earth mys terie s : .maga zine , . dealing ·with leys , geomancy, f olki.ore, 
· ·s t::--ange phenomena·, e tc . ·Las t T . L . H o of s eries ar..d promis e  of more pages and more pers onal 
u o'.umns . £3 . No· � 87 ., An e xci ting end to the s eries with a par ticularly high quality of 
c ontribut�· � . .. s:-·,D.r . Don Robins pres ents the la te s t  on the D ragon Pro j e c t  moni toring a t  the 
Hollright.s . Pa ul D ev�reux· unveils two pho tographs which i t  s e ems depic t the - earth force 
:;)ho tographed by infra-red film ; John �'L

, 
Glover wri tef� up and illus tra tes drama tically his 

s h4 dow and light dis coverie3 :; Paul S c:-:·ee to n  des cribes three s epara te cas es of anomalous 
s tone artefa cts and - the conne c tion of cne s e t  with Alfred Watkins ; Robert F orre s t turns his 
attention to chance in lands c ape ce. ome try a�d als o pren en�s the alignment for this is s ue .  
:S:.ccellent. b ook reviews includin3 F2 ul D evcreux rubbing Aubrey Burl ' s face in his own * * * t ;  
. . J ohn Michell prais ing " The I1ey Hunte� ' s  C ompanion" but mildly chiding i ts authors for cha s ­
tis ing ara. chaeologis ts ; _ ani Anthony Rober ts . on ancient a s tronautol ogy . Plus John Glover '· s 
as trology c olumn .  C ongra tula tions to Pavj_ D evereux, Ian Thoms on and all who have given the 
_ma·ga zine the profes s ional nppearance a�d :-ce:p t  ' · ., �  high quality content c ons is tent . Here ' s  
_looking forward to T .,  1!.!}_� of the 80s . 

NORTHt - -- �---. - Y\RTH MYSTERIES GPOUP NEVTS�TI'E:g_., £1 s ub .  from Philip He s elton, 61 Clumb_er S t . , 
·Hull , IID5 3RH . No . 3 ,  Jimmy Goddard on Ru.is to_n and Paul S cree ton rela te s how he appeare d in 
a B . B . C .  film promo ting leys ., No . 4. B�gge s t  ye t at 14 A4 pages . Brian Larkman on Aus tralian 

. _ aborigine s ' " ways of s eeing" and c onne c tion wi�h E uropean megali thic s o ciety; Paul S cre e ton 
. . .. : .  on-. ,winter s ols tic e  s uns e t  .at .. D uddo ancl o ther Northumberland s tone s , including one with B . O . ; 

Jiomy Goddard on archaeologis ts and cogni tive dis s onanc e ; plus alignments reported in C orn-
"all in C1 9 ;  a previous ly und.� s c overed S .  Yorks hire long barrow ; letters , no tices and group 
ne . s . Good e xample of " c ommunity geomancy" I!1aga zine a!l� j oin� efforts . 

LP�rrrE:g!:!. The maga z ine of Eas t Anglian mys teries pro duc e d  by the Borderline S- cience Inve s t­
igation �-- � . � �  :Q e .Annual s ub .  £1, inc . p&p . From Ivan Bunn, 3 D unwich Way, Lowes tof t ,  NR32 
4RZ . No .. 28 � Mike Burges s ' s  ins ert "�pell thorn" make s i ts las t appearanc e in s uch an _. incar-

. r:ati_on .. Articles on wi t chc_raf t in S uffolk, a l o cal ley, frog falls , a pla c e  where hedge . will 
<. - - rio t grow:) greenfly' swarm, . :a tonguele s s girl who s poke ,  a hanging inves tiga ted, bla ck -s huck, 

birl s truck · by lightning , · mys tery flares a nd a new U� S . A . F .  air craf t which may be mis taken 
. .. f 9r· a UFO o · -:: 

. 
.._ 

, -· . . .A,LBION. No. � 5 .  Editor Nig�l Pennick des cribes i·t as · n  " ·paranoid final i s s ue" . Al s o . O:D: . 
intere s ting one. with Jim Kimmis on s haman�·_s m and the No . 9 ;  Rupert Pennick on Roman· roads ; 
plus pagan and liber tarian though t o  _R ., I ?_� � ., 



MJOLLNIR. O c casional publica tion on folklore a nd earth mys teries aspects of 9 .  
the: W�lsh Border country. , T ors dag Publica tions , 2 Clifford Hous e ,  . .  Portland S tree t ,  

Hereford. 55p. ":t-to .. 2 .  S tarts ·�ith - �eproduc tion ·· of a 1952 ·article c alling ( via speaker , �  · 
Beatrice Tuns tall) for village committees to rec o rd their pas t in the s tyle of the Domes day 
Book and utilis ing m�ch . ma terinl on Alfred Watkir. s and leys ; editor H o C o  Harper. on the 
his tory of _ 5 High S tr�e t :- Herefo:-d ; C . G  .. Portman on " The Sacred S tones of Hay" but dealing 
more · gener�lly, particttiarly on f ounda tion s tones ; fur ther no te s on the Hereford church ley ; 
pl�� _more . 

' STONEHENGE VIEWPO��:r ., Nevrspape:- fo!'mat macn zine of archaeology, as tronomy, geology and 
rela-te d· art:.s and s cienc es· ., B . U .. Ko agent Kay �'homs on , S -conehenge Viewpoint , Po O o  Box 152 ,  
London K . .J 1E P  ·( s ame addres s for �l' G J, �}J..!.: see Page 8) ., }iS?.-=. 6�: "  Leng thy wri t ten nnd . photo­
graphic commentary by editor D onalu I.J o Cyr on CaJ."'�la c 7�=-th n fai:-..""' helping of gas troarch- · · 
aeology -t;;hrown in -- which brint;s 'JS nea tly to the e di  torial- cu�:rreview of Glyn D aniel ' s  

·Ant;i.qui ty • . Cyr h�s so:u1e prais e for it ,  amkes fun o:' one Lmerican contributor and offers to 
be·. referee ·over the Mal twood money s candal . E xtrac ts from Per cival Lowell 1 s •!Evolution of 
Worlds." and part one of "The Rin? of Truth" , Vail 1 s work on his annular- canopy th�ory. 
No . 52 . Parts 2 ,  5 and 4 of Vail s interes ting and geretical cosmology ;  fias co of _the 
recent S aturnian fly..:-by; French vis it extended to Locmariaquer ; more of the great maize 
debate ; books and jewell ery for s ale . No ., 35 ., Fart 5 of "The Ring of Truth" and D . L. Cyr 
refl�c ts' on how he brought to'gethe:r- his intere s ts of hidden haloen and S tonehenge and the · 
subsequent expeditions and resear ch .  

· 
. .  · THE CAULDRON. Indep e.ndent j ournal of pagan old relig:(.on .. Q .,  S i:pgle ;is s ue 25p (blank p .• o .  
o r  cash) . From B .- c . M . Box 1653 , London WC1V 6XX .. No . 17 � E ditor Michael Howard on " Prehis-e ·• 

· ·toric Atlanti s " .;· ·Lawrence Durdin-Roberts on on " Symbolism of the Godde s s in . Ireland11 ; oncon� · vincing Fay Meredith on vege tariani s m; Gnos tic Gospels ; three relevant books reviewed; 
: plus many i terns of interes t to pagans . 

· 
NEARA JOURNAL. Published by . New ·England Anti quities Res earch A s s ociation, 1-50 � dollars 

each or 5 · dol�a�s sub .  from NEARA ,  4 Smith S +-reet ,  MiJ..ford , N . H . , 03055 , U � S �A. Q .  Fall:, · • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . _}79 . Evocative pie ture gallery of perched . rocks 
( Cont . from Page 8 • • • •  ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . and c ommentary ; long article on one s uch rock • with Amerind and later ins criptions ; New Jersey 

The ballads are given in full , • 
calendar s i te s  inves tigation; s t9ne forts - dis-. autho!_'itative notes pla ce them in their • cus sion; Mys tery Hill es say: by ·a · 15:...year...;old;  s 9cial. framewor.k . nnd · a wide varie ty qf 

eonte�poEary i1l.us tra tions are us ed to and c atalogue of articl e s  real ted to NEARA�s 
catch the flavour of the times . Addit- work. American equivalen.t to T . _L . H_. 
ionally 50 have the tunes r eproduce d, NES SLE�!ER � Rip Hepple , Hu..'l'ltshieldford, . St. 
s.o the re ade r  can read and sing along -L Joh:;.1s Chapel , Bis hop Auckland, C ounty Durham • . 

. to · a large proportion , U . K. £:.t.-75 _: U , S . 7 dollars o Nes s  Informa tio-n . . · 

Definitely a book in prais e of the 
common ma!l and an ins ight into the days · when men could be little more than 
slaves �o. their bos ses and c riminals in 
the · eyes · of the law for the pe tties t 
offences .· A forerunner ,. I s uppos e ,  of 
protest  s ongs and dole queue punk rock � • o • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ·• • • • • • • • • • • o • • • • • • • • • o o  

news le tter No . t 6  on 1 .. N. Mons ter news , _sight� 
ings and related �a tter s � 

" FIND YO� T�OCA� I-: .. ::Z.� IITLL � "  and "THE . XANTEN 
MQSAIC-C OSMOGRAM"bo th- by JOSEF HEINSCH 
·rFem--is-Vio-if , 142 Pheas-;�t Rise, J?ar - Hill , . 
Car:1brid.ge , CB5 8SD , bo th 25p) . .  
Thes e two short articles appeare d in Hagal 

and D er Grafts c�af ter in 1935 and 1953 respect-
i veiy�-- translated by Micha el Behrend. "Find .· 

Your Local Hill ! "  ( original title? or of Nigel Penni ck ' s making? )  hns Dr . Heins ch defending 
his position over the Oes terhol z figure in a climate of dis cus s ion far removed from the 
fands-bared clima te of archa e ology �oday . He als o here writes of pers onal pra c tica� work 
whi ch had convinced him of " holy angles"  and " holy meas ure s " ·which gave the means to 
redis cover the prehis toric land s urvey . In the s ec ond article , Heins ch draws at tention to 
the groundplan of . the . floor-mos aic recently dis covered before the high altar of S t  Vic tor ' s 
C a thedral , Xanten, wi-th Nordic symbolism and as s o ciation with the Mitraic cult .  He went 
further and s tated this mos aic- cosmogram fitted harmoniously with the ancient s acre d  pla�es 
of _ the Lower Rhine . He concluded that the s tar religion manif e s ted . in the_ mosaic was already 
indigenous . F or further geomantic revelation buy them. 

. . . . . . . 

-- -- ---



10 , R�TI ] � \Af u INNER DEVELOPMENT : THE YES! BOOKSHOP GUIDE" J?x CRIS 
POPENOE(Ye s ! B ooks hop , 1035 31s t S tree t N . W . , -­
Was hington D . C o , 2COC 7 ,  9-95 dollars : I ' ve als o s een 
a reference to i t  a s  a Pe�guin a t  £4-50 ) .  

J\� �  ] �  Far , far more than a b ooks tore c a talogue , " Inner D evelopment" has been 
hailed as the defini tive guide to the bes t available publications on a 
broad s pe c tr1.::rn by tho s e  vr:t).o know their alterna tive cul ture litera ture . 
The b o oks lis te d and des crib e d  here , by an introduc tion on the s ub je c t  

and then individual works given a pen portrait f o r  whe ther they s ui t  novice o r  e xper t and 
ba� ic c ontents , cover the s a cred as oppos eQ to pr 0fane and chos en deliberately to aid tho s e  
wishing t o  conta c t  their inner beings � 

, 

This is a huge tome of 654 large pages of small p�int affor ding hours of enj oyable reading, 
aid to s ele c tion and with s omething for everycne among the huge s c ope of available es o teric 
knowledge . It is a b ook to read as much as c onsult a nd has b een giving me a grea t deal of 
plea sure·. 

This book will als o be of gre a t  us e to b ooks ellers w ho s ell i t ,  for it advi s e s  them on 
recommended books for beginners in each of the mul titude of ca tegories , giving them an 
introduc tion into s p�eres they are unfamiliar Tiith , and s upplies the name s nnd addres s es of 
publishers . There is al s o  a clas s ifica tion sys tem for arranging . s tock · ( or a pers onal library) . 

The a ttra c tive Cris ' s  phil os ophy as s hop manager ha s been to xes tric t  the � trictly o c c ul t  
- - with n o  magick and wi tchcraft · ·  as s he argues much of thi s  c a n  l e a d  to po tentially 

na�mful · powers being afforded to· pers ons who s e  s hort- cutting of the morali� neces s ary as a ·-· corollary i s  . <l."lngerous • 
C a tegories include alchemy ,  theos ophy, parapsychology ,  mythology ,  cons cious s nes s expans ion, 

e tc . ,  and there ' s  a large s elec tion on ancient civilizations o 
This i s  e s s ential reading and I ' m  s ure inqu-:_ries as to the c os i; of the U • .S .  edition will 

be. . .. gre�tly welc ome d from this the larges t s hop of its -�ype in the world . 

tt MIRACLES " � GEOFFREY ..ASHE (RoutJ.edge & Kegan Paul ,  £4-75 ) 

A Number of As he ' s  admirers have voiced dis appoin tment a t  thi s  book, but having only read 
his novel " The Finger and the M oon" I t  m hardly q_'lalifie d to j udge by c omparis on . However , 
following his reputation I ,  too , found it lli!S a tisfying , though for no s pe cial rea s o n .  In fac� 
I ' d  been putting off reviewing the boo�,: as a c,;_'l}.i.ck glance had no t aided anticipa tion and the 
reviews I ' d  s een had been negatiYe : t�e c ommen-cato:.:·::.; dis s a tisfied that A s he had not given 
s ufficieht c overo.ge to Fortean a s pects of t!le miro.cu.lous , enough cas es of s :l.milo.rity b e t­
ween Bles s ed Virgin Mary ap:pearan2.13s  e.nrl female e.. s tronauts , the adoles cence a s pe c t  of wi t­
nes s es , and s o  on . 

Many res earchers into prehis -�or : .L c  c !...�l -c J.::..-.es  -·�a1re t.�"le 7!.e·.v tha t in s uch s o cie ties the mo dern 
Wes tern definition b e tween the I;'la ·cerial � . E. tic c u:n s cient::..fic and the metaphys ical cum o c cul t  
t;irea.s . o f  human experience wer e no t cl::Lvir.ed t'J.t s een as a continuum . Hence the miraculous to 
th� . Judaeo-Chris tian believer is regard.E ,::l. n::.; !'e<:ls o:nnbly easily a ttainable to the B uddhis t 
lama .· His dis cus s ion of the tul�a ( incl,J. 1j_ng J.�oerich ' s " UFO" s ighting) is r�-:...ve tting and 
clo s e  to my own preference for as s es s ing ·xl'ologic phenomena , b:1t i t al s o  shows how des pi te 
claims to the contrary, even the T ib e ta : 1  mys tio3 s e em to ha ve their magic reinforc e d  by a 
higher and unwilled power . 

He rus he s  to j udgment o c cas ionally) wi·V1 a s harp dis mis s al of Uri: ... Geller and ? c omme nt on 
. terrible wea ther coinciding with the 1870 Va t:::.can C oun cil on the Pope ' s  infallibility has 

"The Times '1 s eeming infallible its elf : 1 1 T>e meaning , if any ,  may be doubtful . T he fa c t  is 
no t .  It was r eported in The T imes o 1 1  .And tl� i.s coming from a man who s e  psychological s hrewd­
nes s  s e es the B . V . M .  and mys tery cul ts in � s ens �ble perspec tive o There is a s hif t  today to 
a non- C hris tian interes t  in the B cVo M . and s aj nts of le c s er s ta tur e ; from _ Leonard C ohen ' s 
" Ca therine T ekawi tha who are you? 11 erplor& i :ion of : � B e autiful Lo s ers '1 to my .own fa s cina tion 
for York ' s  Margare t Clitherow o 

In his conclus ion, As he s ees the B u V o M o as one of the s upreme anima-images of Jungian 
��o gy and with +,he uncons cious as par tially an a s pe c �  of a higher s elf in the B eyond 
l which 'has the capaci � for creating min:5_- ·mirac]_es ) o Grea -(;er c omprehens ion of the importance 
(}f the Whi te Goddes s or Marianis m may br�.�1g about an expa:::s ion of the miraculous . 



"DISCOVERIES OF THE TRUTH" Ex DIANE E .  WIRTH ( From the author at P. O .  Box 
945 , Danville ,  CA, 945 26 , 4-95 dollars + 1 dollar pos tage ) . 

u .  

Throughout America there i s  a pers is tent s to±y o £  a white and bearded g o d  whos e  repetit­
ion has led to a belie£ that the accounts could relate to Jesus Chris t taking his minis t� 
acros s the Atlantic and there became known under a variety of names , the bes t  known of 
which is Quetzalooa tl . 

S ome of the evidence is tantalis ing , s uch as virgin birth s imilarities and crucifixion 
s tormes ( the latter having Mexican depic tions of crucified s erpents as in Old World symbol­
ism : s ee als o John Michell ' s  " Our S aviour" ) ,  but it is mixed in with D ivine King theology 
and more confusing aspects are has tily condemned.  The brevi ty and hars h words on s un wor­
s hip fails , for ins tance , to make any reference to as troarchaeology ,  which is conveniently 
ignored. Thankfully ancient as tronauts are not invoked but there is no cons ideration of 
Atlantis . 

Attempts to link dei ties as here between Jes us Chri s t and Q ue tzalcoatl are fraught w�th 
danger and Wirth does  not indica te this , as £or ins tance how the German and Incan dei ties , 
Wotan and Votan, or Irish and Mexican Cuchulain and Kukukkan had s imilar attributes and 
charac teris tics . S panish pries ts , as Wi±th notes , were as tonished to find much of the 
Chris tianity familiar to the na tive tradition, but diffus ionism is s o  perilous a concept 
that Wirth could probably jus t  as eas ily argued tha t Jes us Chris t s pent his twenties in 
Mes oamerica . 

The s econd part of the book is an argument for general di8£usionism to explain the 
Chris tian mes sage in pre-Columbian America . 

The author humbly asks only that her evidence be read open-mindedly and the reader then 
�ake judgment . I offer this review in the s ame spirit .  **��o;: :t;:it * �.c*:it**::.t � * * :� >'�:i- *�·o��c *  
***** 

( Cont . from Page 2 ) : If you want a Jtas te of how good his work is then the " Ill Met in 
Lankhmar" s tory is a good s tarting point , for here we have a tale of great poignancy and 
bathos and from which the guilt they both mus t s hare and bear was create d  and which more 
than anything has moulded their personalities .  By the time this review appears the 
las t  two books of the s eries will have been published.  Hopefully they will enhance Leiber ' s  
reputation even further . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
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